Debate Your Point of View - Perspective
EXPLANATION:
Debating is a great way to help students experience other perspectives and viewpoints; it also
provides a way for students to develop balanced opinions and to find their own voices. Students will
develop listening, speaking, and critical thinking skills as they practice justifying varying perspectives
on a range of topical issues. Those students who are forced to argue against their own point of view
have the opportunity to realize that there are two sides to every coin!

GRADE LEVELS:

11–12

STUDENT GROUPING:

Whole group discussion and debate teams

ACTIVITY LENGTH:

Multiple class periods for discussion, preparation, debate, and
reflection

CASEL CORE COMPETENCY: SOCIAL AWARENESS
●
●
●
●

Taking others’ perspectives
Demonstrating empathy and compassion
Showing concern for the feelings of others
You can learn more about the CASEL framework here

SCOPE OF TASK:
1. Many but not all students have had the opportunity to participate in debating. It may therefore be
necessary to introduce the group to the concept of debating by either the teacher outlining the
process or by an experienced student debater being called upon to provide a description. If you
need more details about debating, videos are available on YouTube. Conduct a five minute Internet
search to discover information about debating.
2. Regroup and share findings—ask a student to record what the class has discovered about debates.
Be sure to collectively agree upon a structure for the classroom debate, and emphasize appropriate
debate behavior, e.g., not speaking out of turn, listening attentively to others’ statements, etc. One
example structure would be to have each “side” of a topic present their argument for two minutes,
followed by five minutes of back and forth discussion and questions from the rest of the class.
3. Perspective-taking is an essential skill for friendships, relationships, academic settings, and work
environments. It is a social expectation that, as an adult, we will listen to and respect the opinions
and experiences of other people. Before commencing this exercise, redefine terms such as
“perspective” to ensure that students share the understanding that perspective is an appreciation
of how someone else sees the world. Additionally, discuss the necessity of being able to work
together, communicate effectively, and show empathy to, and understanding of, other points of
view.
4. Explain the task to students: they are going to conduct a debate. Help the class choose a topic that
challenges the students to consider different perspectives and to be cognitively flexible. Topics that
might be of interest to high school students include:
● Are violent video games appropriate
entertainment for teenagers?
● Should bullies be prosecuted by the law?
● Should everyone be a vegetarian?
● Is getting a college education worth the
cost/effort?
● Is social media beneficial?
● Other topics that are relevant in the students'
own school or community
Please note: Debate topics should be chosen in accordance with school policy and
should consider the needs and experiences of the students.
5. So that some students will have the opportunity to represent a viewpoint that might differ from
their own, randomly assign students to the sides in the debate(s). Provide time for students to
research and prepare support for their arguments.
6. After reviewing the guidelines and procedures for a respectful debate, have students engage in the
debate.

7. Questions post-debate should require students to reflect on how they felt when considering the
viewpoints of others and why being able to do so is a valuable life skill. For those students who
were required to argue against their initial point of view—how do they feel? Some conclusions to
highlight might include:
●
●
●
●

The necessity of working effectively with others
The importance of communication
The ability to display empathy and understanding
The importance of building understanding in relationships

Conclusion: When considering the perspectives and viewpoints of others, we help to develop our own
feelings of empathy and awareness, our problem-solving skills, and our relationships.

RESOURCES:
● Computers with Internet access

